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Editorial

Dutch Open Student STEEL (DOSS) Award 2021

Why do we need an international award for MSc thesis 
promoting the potential of steel in civil engineering?

Every year many universities around the world exam-
ine students in different civil engineering disciplines, in-
cluding the specialisation in steel structures. There are 
many national associations giving out awards, often by a 
small group of experts from industry, consultancy and/or 
universities, in different categories with strict or less strict 
rules.

The main motivation to establish the DOSS Award is 
to recognise graduates from wider geographical bounda-
ries. An equally important motivation is to acknowledge 
the significant efforts optimally applying the potential of 
steel in civil engineering, architectural design, building 
technology and in construction research.

The 15 internationally recognised experts have se-
lected the 2021 winners (the first and the second prize) by 
independent voting among 22 selected submissions from 
Europe and China. Experts involved in technical commit-
tees of ECCS (European Convention of Structural Steel) 
will be eligible to post individual votes for the DOSS 
Award 2022 on the website for the award. This way, we 
hope to get a better contribution of the complete sector. 
All details about submissions, criteria, the jury and proce-
dures for voting are provided on the website of Bouwen 
met Staal (www.bouwenmetstaal.nl) and the European 
Convention for Constructional Steelwork (www.steelcon 
struct.com).

The greatest award for every student in civil engineer-
ing is to get a diploma from university, but we hope that 
extra international recognition would contribute towards 
promoting the efforts of students and the research group 
involved in their supervision. Therefore, we will publish 
the proceedings of submissions selected by the jury.

This year, 22 submissions were selected for the publi-
cation, addressing the following topics: 3D printing, the 
application of HSS in bridges, fatigue of bridges, strength-

ening of bridges and joints in 
buildings, connections be-
tween steel components and 
steel with other materials, and 
fire protection. We are looking 
forward to submissions from 
all continents for the next 
year´s award and a registration 
for DOSS Award 2022 is open 
on www.bouwenmet staal.nl 
around the year. Our intention 
is to mitigate a disadvantage of 
MSc thesis written in variety 
of different languages by ask-

ing for a submission using a predefined template in English 
to demonstrate our intention of equal opportunities for all.

An award ceremony and webinar were organised on 
22nd April using an online conference system, which in-
cluded three pitch talks on the following topics: Practical 
application of the Master research work, how the sustain-
able future of steel and new technology will change the 
(steel) building industry. These provided additional inspira-
tion by setting the scene for features to be emphasised in 
future MSc thesis.

The winners announced at the webinar are not known 
at the time of writing this note, but six candidates from 
Portugal, Italy, Romania, the UK and the Netherlands (two 
candidates) were invited to present their work; Henrique 
Gonçalves Afonso, C.F. Jilderda, Capone Paolo, Ben We-
ber, Angeliki Christoforidou and Iulia Alexandra Tarus. 
They are the potential winners who have all received the 
highest appreciation of the jury.

The future is bright for civil engineering and steel 
structures if unsubmitted MSc thesis have half as good a 
quality as those we have received for the DOSS Award. We 
wish to further encourage and promote such accomplish-
ments worldwide for the benefit of the sustainable devel-
opment of the steel sector.
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