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Introduction and Call for Contributions

The notion of the commons has recently gained renewed 

attention thanks to Ostrom’s foundational 1990s work, which 

ended a period in which the commons had been forgotten 

DIWHU�+DUGLQ¶V�μ7KH�7UDJHG\�RI�WKH�&RPPRQV¶�������	�

Several scholars have investigated commons from different 

perspectives, including their theoretical framework and 

WKHLU�VRFLDO
�HFRQRPLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�GLPHQVLRQV��'H�$QJHOLV�

�����+DUGW�DQG�1HJUL������+DUYH\������	�7KH�FRPPRQV�

has been deeply investigated through its constituent 

FRPSRQHQWV��5RJJHUR�������DQG�WKURXJK�LWV�SDUWLFXODU�

forms of governance; the latter facilitate the functioning and 

VXVWDLQDELOLW\�RI�WKH�FRPPRQV�RYHU�WLPH��%ROOLHU�DQG�+HOIULFK�

�����2VWURP������	

More recently, some scholars have focused on the 

relationship between the urban commons and the city 

�5DPRV
������6WDYULGHV
�����
������
�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�

WKDW�LWV�VSHFL¿F�VHWWLQJ�LQ�XUEDQ�HQYLURQPHQWV�LV�FHQWUDO�

WR�LWV�GH¿QLWLRQ��0�OOHU�HW�DO	
������
�DOWKRXJK�WKH�XUEDQ�

requires appropriate framing in terms of resources and 

LQWHUGHSHQGHQF\�ZLWK�RSHUDWLRQDO�ODQGVFDSHV��0�OOHU�HW�

DO	
������	�$V�FRPPRQLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�UHYHDO�D�UHODWLRQDO�

DWWLWXGH�ZLWKLQ�XUEDQ�VSDFHV��&KDWWHUWRQ
������
�WKH\�PD\�

DFWLYHO\�FRQWULEXWH�WR�UHGH¿QLQJ�VSDWLDO�HQWLWLHV�OLNH�XUEDQ�

LVODQGV��8QJHUV���9LHWKV
�������RU�HQFORVXUHV�LQ�WKH�XUEDQ�

DUFKLSHODJR��-HIIUH\�HW�DO	
������
�ZKLFK�IHDWXUHV�LQWHUQDO�

WKUHVKROGV��6WDYULGHV
������	

However, there is room for better understanding the mutual 

relationship between commons and the urban, or urban 

FRPPRQV�DQG�WKH�FLW\	�7KLV�DSSOLHV�WR�WKH�WKHRUHWLFDO�DV�ZHOO�

DV�WR�D�SUDFWLFH�EDVHG�DJHQGD	�0RUHRYHU
�DSSOLHV�WR�RSHQ�

VSDFHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�XQGHUXVHG�RU�YDFDQW�EXLOGLQJV	

The research symposium aims at investigating the notion of 

Urban Commons and their spatial unfolding in relationship 

WR�WKH�&LW\	�7DNLQJ�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�WKH�ZLGHU�GHEDWH�
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on Commons and its relevance to several disciplines 

�HFRQRPLFV
�JHRJUDSK\
�ODZ
�HWF	�
�WKH�V\PSRVLXP�ZLOO�IRFXV�

on their spatial implications, in terms of theoretical agenda, 

FDVH�VWXGLHV
�VSDWLDO�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�GHVLJQ�DJHQFLHV	

We welcome contributions investigating and questioning 

the following aspects: in what sense the notion of urban 

commons is actually linked to the city and, more in general, 

to the urban dimension? What are the implications of this 

SRWHQWLDO�OLQN�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VSDWLDO�FRQ¿JXUDWLRQV�DQG�¿JXUHV"

$V�QRZDGD\V�SURFHVVHV�RI��DOWHU��XUEDQ�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV�

are based on commoning practices, co-production and/or 

by recognising the emergence of commons in urban areas, 

what are the similarities and the differences in between public 

spaces and commons spaces in towns and cities? What is the 

degree of publicity in common spaces? What are the potential 

FRQÀLFWV�WKDW�JHQHUDWHV�IURP�FRPPRQLQJ�SUDFWLFHV
�DQG�KRZ�

can these be managed? To what extent the right to the city 

is preserved and recognised among different communities/

users’ groups?

What are the historical precedents of commoning practices in 

WRZQV�FLWLHV
�DQG�KRZ�WKHVH�UHODWH�WR�XUEDQ�VSDFHV"�/RRNLQJ�

at historical precedents, how various rights co-existed within 

the same local community? What was the link between urban 

commons and spatial practices, or the production of space in 

towns/cities?

With reference to architectural spaces, to what extent or 

in what ways commoning practices/ideals affect spatial 

FRQ¿JXUDWLRQV�RU�W\SRORJLHV�DQG�YLFH�YHUVD"

)XUWKHU�HQODUJLQJ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�DFWLRQ
�ZKDW�DUH�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�

in terms of spatial practices and design agencies? How 

can practitioners facilitate the co-production of space by 

local groups, communities and stakeholders? What is the 

relationship between co-production and place making?

,RDQQL�'HOVDQWH
�0DUFK�����	
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Keynote Speakers

Prof. Christian Iaione and Dr. Elena De Nictolis

Guglielmo Marconi University of Rome, and LabGov-

LABoratory for the GOVernance of the Commons

Christian Iaione is associate professor of public law 

DW�*XJOLHOPR�0DUFRQL�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�5RPH
�IHOORZ�RI�

WKH�8UEDQ�/DZ�&HQWHU�DW�)RUGKDP�8QLYHUVLW\
�YLVLWLQJ�

SURIHVVRU�RI�XUEDQ�ODZ�DQG�SROLF\�DW�/8,66�*XLGR�

&DUOL�DQG�IDFXOW\�GLUHFWRU�RI�/DE*RY�±�/$%RUDWRU\�IRU�

WKH�*29HUQDQFH�RI�WKH�&RPPRQV��ZZZ	ODEJRY	LW�	�

+H�LV�8,$�±�8UEDQ�,QQRYDWLYH�$FWLRQV�H[SHUW�DSSRLQWHG�

by European Commission for the Co-City project 

of the City of Turin, ad-hoc expert of the EU Urbact 

program, member of the Urban Partnership on 

Innovative and Responsible Procurement within the 

8UEDQ�$JHQGD�IRU�WKH�(8	

&KULVWLDQ�KDV�SXEOLVKHG�VHYHUDO�DUWLFOHV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�

public and administrative law and, in particular, land 

use, public goods and the commons, public services 

DQG�SXEOLF�FRQWUDFWV
�XUEDQ�ODZ�DQG�ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQW	�

He has authored two books on In house publicly-

RZQHG�FRPSDQLHV	�&RQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�VHOI�

RUJDQL]DWLQ�DQG�VHOI�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�

�-RYHQH
������±�����
�,,�HG	��DQG�7KH�UHJXODWLRQ�RI�

XUEDQ�PRELOLW\��-RYHQH
�������DQG�KDV�FR�DXWKRUHG�

,WDO\�RI�WKH�&RPPRQV��&DURFFL
�������DQG�7KH�$JH�

RI�6KDULQJ��&DURFFL
������	�,DLRQH¶V�FXUUHQW�UHVHDUFK�

focus is on the governance of the commons, in 

particular urban commons and knowledge commons, 

sharing economy, collaborative economy, social 

LQQRYDWLRQ
�DQG�SXEOLF�SULYDWH�FRPPRQV�SDUWQHUVKLSV	
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Prof. Stavros Stavrides

National Technical University of Athens

Architect and activist, he is Professor at the School of 

$UFKLWHFWXUH
�1DWLRQDO�7HFKQLFDO�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$WKHQV
�*UHHFH
�

ZKHUH�KH�WHDFKHV�JUDGXDWH�FRXUVHV�RQ�KRXVLQJ�GHVLJQ��VRFLDO�

KRXVLQJ�GHVLJQ�LQFOXGHG�
�DV�ZHOO�DV�D�SRVWJUDGXDWH�FRXUVH�

RQ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�PHWURSROLWDQ�H[SHULHQFH	�+H�KDV�SXEOLVKHG�

QXPHURXV�DUWLFOHV�RQ�VSDWLDO�WKHRU\�DQG�XUEDQ�VWUXJJOHV	�

+LV�ERRNV��7KH�6\PEROLF�5HODWLRQ�WR�6SDFH��$WKHQV
������
�

$GYHUWLVLQJ�DQG�WKH�0HDQLQJ�RI�6SDFH��$WKHQV
������
�7KH�

7H[WXUH�RI�7KLQJV��ZLWK�(	�.RWVRX
�$WKHQV
������
�)URP�WKH�

&LW\�DV�6FUHHQ�WR�WKH�&LW\�DV�6WDJH��$WKHQV
������1DWLRQDO�

%RRN�$ZDUG�
�6XVSHQGHG�6SDFHV�RI�$OWHULW\��$WKHQV
������
�

DQG�7RZDUGV�WKH�&LW\�RI�7KUHVKROGV��LQ�(QJOLVK
�����
�LQ�

6SDQLVK
������DQG�LQ�7XUNLVK������	�+LV�UHVHDUFK�LV�FXUUHQWO\�

focused on forms of emancipating spatial practices and urban 

commoning, characteristically developed in his last books 

&RPPRQ�6SDFH��7KH�&LW\�DV�&RPPRQV
�������LQ�(QJOLVK
�LQ�

*UHHN������LQ�7XUNLVK������DQG�LQ�3RUWXJXHVH
�IRUWKFRPLQJ�
�

DQG�&RPPRQ�6SDFHV�RI�8UEDQ�(PDQFLSDWLRQ�IRUWKFRPLQJ�LQ�

(QJOLVK�	�+H�KDV�OHFWXUHG�LQ�(XURSHDQ�DQG�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�

Universities on urban struggles and practices of urban 

FRPPRQLQJ	
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Prof. Doina Petrescu

8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6KHI¿HOG

Chair of Architecture and Design Activism at the School of 

$UFKLWHFWXUH
�9LVLWLQJ�3URIHVVRU�RI�8UEDQ�'HVLJQ�DW�+DUYDUG�

*UDGXDWH�6FKRRO�RI�'HVLJQ�����������DQG�KDYH�SUHYLRXVO\�

WDXJKW�DW�$UFKLWHFWXUDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�/RQGRQ
�,RZD�6WDWH�

8QLYHUVLW\
�($�3DULV�0DODTXDLV�DQG�WKH�8$,0�%XFKDUHVW	�+HU�

research addresses outstanding questions in architecture 

and urban planning focusing on issues of co-design, civic 

participation, gendered practices, political ecology, co-

SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�XUEDQ�UHVLOLHQFH	

In the last decade, Doina has given over 50 keynotes and 

LQYLWHG�OHFWXUHV�DQG�FR�IRXQGHG�WKH�%XLOGLQJ�/RFDO�5HVLOLHQFH�

5HVHDUFK�3ODWIRUP�DW�662$
�DQG�)LHOG�SHHU�UHYLHZ�MRXUQDO	�

She is also co-founder of Atelier d’Architecture Autogeree, an 

internationally acclaimed research based practice, pioneering 

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�XUEDQLVP�VLQFH�����	�+HU�

work has received international recognition including the 

(XURSHDQ�3UL]H�IRU�3ROLWLFDO�,QQRYDWLRQ�±�FDWHJRU\�HFRORJ\�

�������=XPWREHO�)RXQGDWLRQ�$ZDUG�IRU�5HVHDUFK���,QLWLDWLYH�

������
�WKH�&XUU\�6WRQH�3UL]H�IRU�6RFLDO�'HVLJQ�,QQRYDWLRQ�

�������EHLQJ�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�3XEOLF�,QWHUHVW�'HVLJQ�OLVW��������

of top 100 global leaders of the ‘future of a ground-breaking 

PRYHPHQW¶	
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Finally, with reference to Stavrides and de Angelis, the 

SDUDGLJP
�SURFHVVHV�DQG�LQWHQWLRQV�RI�WKH��XUEDQ��FRPPRQV�

DUH�FRPSDUHG�WR�.DUDWDQL�DQG�.DQW¶V�LGHDO	�6SHFL¿FDOO\
�

the framing of commons and commoning as a social and 

relational process of co-creation, rather than an ideal 

IXWXUH�VWDWH
�LV�WKH�IDFWRU�WKDW�PRVW�FORVHO\�DOOLHV�WR�.DQW¶V�

‘transcendental illusion’ and directly and productively opposes 

WKH�ORJLF�RI�QHROLEHUDOLVP	

45

Dorina Pllumbi,

Delft University of Technology.

Transitional Tirana: Commoning as material 

engagement.

In this presentation I discuss the role that commoning 

practices have played in the city of Tirana during the 

transitional period from a totalitarian communist regime to a 

UHFHQWO\�FRQVROLGDWLQJ�QHROLEHUDO�UHJLPH	�,�HPSOR\�WKH�FRQFHSW�

of the common-place, to explore the relation agencies 

between processes of commoning as social practices and 

WKHLU�SODFHQHVV	�+HUH�SUDFWLFHV�RI�FRPPRQLQJ�DUH�VHHQ�DV�

always situated in a spatial and material environment, as 

IRUPV�RI�HQFRXQWHUV
�DV�FRQWDFW�]RQHV�RI�KXPDQ
�QRQ�KXPDQ�

and material worlds that often generate new approaches 

RI�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�SUDFWLFHV	�+HUH�WKH�VSDWLDO�DQG�WKH�PDWHULDO�

RI�D�SODFH�DUH�VHHQ�DV�DFWLYH�DJHQWV�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV	�,Q�WKDW�

sense, the common-place is produced by commoning as 

a process, and vise-versa, the common-place feeds the 

SURFHVV�RI�FRPPRQLQJ�LWVHOI	�7KHUHIRUH
�FRPPRQ�SODFH�

LV�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�SURGXFHG�DQG�SURGXFWLYH	�7KH�GRXEOH�

connotation of common-place also indicates the idea of 

dealing with the mundane, the ordinary, the everyday 

life, which is related to the ambition of establishing new 

generative ontologies of thinking about the society and the 

EXLOW�HQYLURQPHQW	�7KH�DLP�RI�WKLV�GLVFRXUVH�LV�WR�FRQWULEXWH�

dorinapllumbi
Highlight
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to an interdisciplinary situated knowledge, which is strongly 

HPEHGGHG�LQ�WKH�FKRVHQ�VLWXDWLRQV�DYRLGLQJ�JHQHUDOL]DWLRQ	�

During 45 years of dictatorship in Albania that lasted until 

����
�WKH�FHQWUDOL]HG�FRPPXQDOLVP�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�PDLQ�

ideological tool that the state apparatus has used to over-

FRQWURO�XS�WR�HYHU\�VLQJOH�SUDFWLFH�RI�HYHU\GD\�OLIH	�7KLV�LV�

WKH�WLPH�ZKHQ�$OEDQLDQ�VRFLHW\�KDV�UHFRJQL]HG�WKH�GDUNHVW�

side of communalism which has damaged the belief in its 

SRWHQWLDO	�:LWK�WKH�IDOO�RI�WKH�UHJLPH�D�WHQGHQF\�WRZDUGV�WKH�

complete opposite direction has been an understandable 

FRXQWHU�UHDFWLRQ	�7KH�RULHQWDWLRQ�WRZDUGV�LQGLYLGXDOLVP�ULJKW�

after the fall of the regime has created a general idea of a 

WRWDO�ODFN�RI�FRPPRQLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�KDSSHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�FLW\	�,Q�

this presentation I argue the opposite while delineating the 

difference between the state communism experimented 

during the previous regime and the beyond-state commoning 

practices that manifested with the fall of the former regime 

and that currently occur as resistance towards a new 

QHROLEHUDO�UHJLPH�WKDW�LV�EHLQJ�HVWDEOLVKHG	�'XULQJ�WKLV�

transitional period, from 1991 to the present days, different 

IRUPV�RI�FRPPRQLQJ�FDQ�EH�UHFRJQL]HG�WR�SOD\�D�UROH�LQ�FLW\�

IRUPDWLRQ	�7KHVH�IRUPV�DUH�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�IRUFHG�DQG�

FHQWUDOO\�FRQWUROOHG�RQHV�GXULQJ�WKH�GLFWDWRUVKLS�WLPHV	�5DWKHU�

WKH\�XQIROG�LQ�VSRQWDQHRXV
�DQDUFKLF�DQG�VHOI�RUJDQL]LQJ�

SUDFWLFHV	�

In this presentation I discuss three commoning situations 

in the city of Tirana encountered as places of resilience, 

VXUYLYDO�DQG�UHVLVWDQFH	�,�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�RI�

the communist erected neighborhoods in the inner city as 

a resilience practice, to continue with survival practices in 

WKH�DUHD�RI�,VK�.RPELQDWL�7HNVWLO
�DQG�WR�FRQFOXGH�ZLWK�D�

resistance practice in the movement against the demolition 

RI�WKH�KHULWDJH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�7KHDWHU	�(YHQ�WKRXJK
�

as a counter-reaction to forced communism during times of 

VWDWH�WRWDOLWDULDQLVP
�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�FROODSVH�RI�



73

the regime there was an orientation towards individualism, 

nevertheless, I argue that commoning practices were always 

present, from the very beginning as anarchic anti-state 

PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�XS�WR�FRQVROLGDWHG�VHOI�RUJDQL]HG�SUDFWLFHV�

WRGD\	�7KHVH�SUDFWLFHV�RFFXU�DQG�XQIROG�LQ�PXOWLSOH�IRUPV
�

even though the new neoliberal city does not give much 

space to them to be part of city creation, and attempts to 

FRQWURO�WKHVH�VSRQWDQHRXV�SUDFWLFHV�FRQVROLGDWH�ZLWK�WLPH	�,Q�

FRQFOXVLRQ
�,�UHÀHFW�RQ�WKH�UROH�SOD\HG�E\�WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI�GRLQJ�

architecture, along with the spatiality and materiality of space 

DV�DJHQWV�HQWDQJOHG�ZLWKLQ�WKHVH�FRPPRQLQJ�SUDFWLFHV	

46

3HOLQ�.|UR÷OX�

Middle East Technical University.

An Inquiry on the Architecture of the Commons.

The debates on the commons, and the practice of 

commoning has emerged in the 1990s as a critical reaction 

towards the dominant property rights arrangements based 

RQ�QHROLEHUDO
�WRS�GRZQ�SROLFLHV	�&RPPRQV�UHIHUV�WR�

shared places, communal property, or things that cannot 

be appropriated while spatially it addresses the threshold 

EHWZHHQ�WKH�SXEOLF�DQG�WKH�SULYDWH	�)URP�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH
�

the contemporary commoning practices such as social and 

alternative economy cooperatives, solidarity initiatives around 

KRXVLQJ
�DQG�DOVR
�HGXFDWLRQDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�VHOI�RUJDQL]HG�

ventures has strengthened the bonds of the communities and 

WKHLU�UHODWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�FLW\	�

This study aims to develop theoretical mapping of the 

commoning debate that comprises different perspectives 

IURP�GLIIHUHQW�GLVFLSOLQHV	�$IWHUZDUGV
�WKH�VWXG\�LQYHVWLJDWHV�

how the practices of commons have developed in their 

environments through an in depth analysis of various 

international examples, and Dersim’s Ovacik district as a 
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The event has been supported by: 

the Department of Architecture and Civil Engineering of the 
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8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3DYLD
�DQG�WKH�/$%�IRU�$OWHU�8UEDQ�

7UDQVIRUPDWLRQV�OHG�E\�'U	�,RDQQL�'HOVDQWH	

the School of Art, Design and Architecture of the University of 

+XGGHUV¿HOG�WKURXJK�45�)XQGV
�DQG�E\�WKH�5HVHDUFK�&HQWUH�

LQ�8UEDQ�'HVLJQ
�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�6XVWDLQDELOLW\��&8'$6�	

CUDAS is an international research centre in the study of 

architecture, the built environment and urban design, based 

DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�+XGGHUV¿HOG	�

The centre has a membership of 20 active research staff 

and 15 PhD students, and comprises three research groups: 

8UEDQ�)XWXUHV�DQG�'HVLJQ�/DE
�FKDLUHG�E\�'U�,RDQQL�

Delsante, Architectural Humanities, chaired by Professor 

Nicholas Temple and Sustainable Environments and Practice 

FKDLUHG�E\�3URIHVVRU�$GULDQ�3LWWV	�
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