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Spatial Justice



dream
W h a t  i s  t h i s  a b o u t ?  

“ W e  h o l d  t h e s e  t r u t h s  t o  b e  s e l f - e v i d e n t ,  t h a t  a l l  m e n  a r e  c r e a t e d  e q u a l ,  … ” ( 1 )
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)- 1931, "Epic of America."  (James Truslow Adams)

(1) American constitution

The American Dream

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jeremybrooks/5511516790/


SojaEdward Soja
2009 - The City and Spatial Justice. Justice Spatiale / Spatial Justice, 1, 1–5. 

2010 - Seeking Spatial Justice. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

p o s t m o d e r n  p o l i t i c a l  g e o g r a p h e r  &  u r b a n  t h e o r i s t
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- critical analysis of space and its relation to the social world 

- understanding the spatiality of (in)justice —> not only from a 

theoretical interest, but also to feed activism (CHANGE)



SpaceSpatial Turn
R e n e w e d  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  
s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s

- Being human or becoming human is not only 

defined in time (eg. being born, living and 

eventually dying), but also spatially 

- Until the second half of the 19th century  space 

was merely the canvas, the container in which 

humans were active (Foucault) 

- Space is no longer just conceptualised as this 

container, but as a social construction  

- Renewed attention for the work of Lefebvre 

(eg. the Right to the City (1968), ….) 

-

E x a m p l e s

- Peter Sloterdijk’s Spheres trilogy 

- Foucault, Michel (1984). "Des Espace Autres". 

Architecture, Mouvement, Continuité. 5: 46–49 

(spoke about it much earlier 

- Pierre Bourdieu’s Effets de lieu (1993) (Site 

Effects) —> Distance and accessibility 

- …. 
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F r o m  t i m e  t o  s p a c e … .

1968



CriticalCritical Spatial Thinking
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S o j a ,  2 0 0 9 ,  p . 2

O n t o l o g i c a l  
S p a t i a l i t y  o f  

b e i n g  
humans are:  

- spatial beings 

- temporal beings 

- spatial beings
S p a c e  i s  
s o c i a l l y  
p r o d u c e d

S o c i o - S p a t i a l  D i a l e c t i c

Conceived

Lived
Perceived

Bourdieu, Massey, …



CriticalCritical Spatial Thinking
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O n t o l o g i c a l  
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- spatial beings 
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s o c i a l l y  
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S o c i o - S p a t i a l  D i a l e c t i c

Conceived

Lived
Perceived

Bourdieu, Massey, …Space matters!



https://howmuch.net/articles/people-living-in-extreme-poverty-2018 https://digitaal.scp.nl/armoedeinkaart2019/



PatternsDistributional patterns
S p a t i a l  ( i n ) j u s t i c e  a s  O U T C O M E  S p a t i a l  ( i n ) j u s t i c e  a s  P R O C E S

- describing the underlying processes is difficult 

- most familiar shaping forces of locational and 

spatial discrimination: class, race and gender 

- political organisation of space 

- uneven geography!

S o j a ,  2 0 0 9 ,  p . 3

Poverty, 
unemployment, 

crime,  poor 
services 
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capitalismPlanning in neo-liberal times

W H E N  S P A C E  B E C O M E S  A  P R O D U C T I N C R E A S I N G  S P A T I A L  S E G R E G A T I O N

- eg Docklands London  

- Drozdz, M. (2014). Spatial inequalities, " neoliberal " urban policy and 

the geography of injustice in London. Justice Spatiale - Spatial Justice, 

6, 
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T h e  q u e s t  f o r  s p a t i a l  j u s t i c e

http://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/east-is-

poor-west-is-posh-south-is-rough-and-north-is-

intellectual-londoners-views-on-the-

citys-9088834.html



injusticeSpatial injustice
b e i n g  d i f f e r e n t l y  l o c a t e d  i n  
s p a c e  c a n  h a v e  

“deeply oppressive and exploitative effects, especially 

when maintained over long time periods and rooted in 

persistent divisions in society such as those based on 

race, class, and gender”

S o j a  ( 2 0 1 0 ,  p .  7 3 )
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injusticeSpatial justice
i n v o l v e s

“the fair and equitable distribution in space of socially valued resources and 

opportunities to use them” 

S o j a  ( 2 0 0 9 ,  p .  2 )  ( 2 0 1 0 ,  p . 4 )
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a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h a t   

“social processes shape the spatiality or specific geography of (in)justice.”

n e e d s  

urban dwellers to be able to “to participate openly and fairly in all the processes 

producing urban space” 



AND NOW… ENGAGE!
F U T U R E P L A N N E R S  R O L E

-How can we produce conditions that 

foster spatial justice  

-think about the processes  

-who has the right to participate?  

-co-creation ?  How?  

-
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T h e  q u e s t  f o r  s p a t i a l  j u s t i c e

Centre for existential risk, Cambridge university
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The Commons
The “tragedy” of 



Adam Smith’s invisible hand



The ‘unseen forces’ that 
move the free market 

economy:  

Through Rational 
individual self-interest, 

the best interest of 
society, as a whole, is 

fulfilled.

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/freemarket.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/freemarket.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/freemarket.asp


Adam Smith’s invisible hand
“…HE INTENDS ONLY HIS OWN GAIN, AND 

HE IS IN THIS, AS IN MANY OTHER CASES, 

LED BY AN INVISIBLE HAND TO PROMOTE 

AN END WHICH WAS NO PART OF HIS 

INTENTION ...  

…BY PURSUING HIS OWN INTERESTS, HE 

FREQUENTLY PROMOTES THAT OF THE 

SOCIETY MORE EFFECTUALLY THAN WHEN 

HE REALLY INTENDS TO PROMOTE IT.” 

 AN INQUIRY INTO THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF THE WEALTH OF 
NATIONS,1776. 



Rational choice theory



Neoclassical economics



The Tragedy of the 
Commons
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-7 / 4 = 1,75
+1 +1 +1 +4
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MODEL DIAGRAM SHOWING THE ECONOMICS OF SHEEP GRAZING AND MILK PRODUCTION FOR A CASE WHERE THERE ARE NO RESTRICTIONS ON SHEEP GRAZING — MORE SHEEP ARE ADDED TO THE 
PASTURE ON A REGULAR BASIS, WHICH AFFECTS BOTH THE AMOUNT OF GRASS REMAINING IN THE PASTURE AND THE AMOUNT OF MILK PRODUCED. 

CREDIT: DAVE BIC



If rational choice theory 
applies…



BIG INCENTIVE for the farmers to 
put more cows to graze in the field 

LITTLE INCENTIVE for them to 
control the number of cows





PHOTO BY NASA 4 JAN 2012 HTTPS://WWW.FLICKR.COM/PHOTOS/GSFC/6760135001/ ATTRIBUTION 2.0 GENERIC (CC BY 2.0)

INTER 
GENERATIONAL JUSTICE

INTRA 
GENERATIONAL JUSTICE

Sustainability studies start to 
conceptualise our planet as a big 

commons

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gsfc/6760135001/


HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/JASONHICKEL/STATUS/1326455726190055425



HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/JASONHICKEL/STATUS/1460907875694432261



Environmental Justice



HTTPS://WWW.VISUALCAPITALIST.COM/ALL-THE-WORLDS-CARBON-EMISSIONS-IN-ONE-CHART/



HTTPS://WWW.CLIMATEINTERACTIVE.ORG/ANALYSIS/US-ROLE-IN-PARIS/





IBRAHIM MICHELLE LAURA

I AM THE ONLY ONE WHO KNOWNS 
HOW TO PLAY THE FLUTE. I CAN 

MAKE THE BEST USE OF IT.

I AM THE POOREST OF US, AND I 
DON’T HAVE ANY TOYS. THE FLUTE 
WILL MAKE ME HAPPIER. LAURA 
& IBRAHIM HAVE LOTS OF TOYS.

I HAVE WORKED VERY HARD TO 
MAKE THIS FLUTE. JUST WHEN I 
WISH TO ENJOY IT, YOU WANT TO 

TAKE IT AWAY FROM ME.

UTILITARIANISM ECONOMIC EGALITARIANISM LIBERTARIANISM

THE EFFECTS OF ACTIONS

THE BEST OUTCOME FOR THE 
LARGEST NUMBER

EQUITY OF OPPORTUNITY/ FAIR 
REDISTRIBUTION

CIVIL RIGHTS

MERIT AND HARD WORK

FREEDOM FROM 
OPPRESSION
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LIBERTY? WHAT LIBERTY CAN YOU HAVE IF YOU ARE NOT IN SOCIETY? 
HERE, I OWN A PLOT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE DESERT. I CAN BUILD WHATEVER I WANT ON IT, BUT WHAT IS THE VALUE OF THIS?

UTILITARIANISM

MY PLOT 
MI TERRENO



MAYFAIR. LIBERTY? HOW MUCH LIBERTY CAN YOU HAVE WHEN YOU LIVE IN SOCIETY? 
HERE, I CAN’T BUILD WHATEVER I WANT, BUT MY PLOT IS CLOSE TO INFRASTRUCTURE, PUBLIC SPACE, OTHER BUILDINGS. I CAN ENJOY PUBLIC GOODS!

MY PLOT 
MI TERRENO





NEW DCFA BOOK

CHECK: DEZWIJGER.NL/UPDATE/DCFA-BOOK-2022

AVAILABLE NOW!







DESIGNING PRODUCTS AND 
PRACTICES FOR PLURALITY 


