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A B S T R A C T

In the interdisciplinary field of green space health research, there is a demand to reduce the effort to assess
green space, especially for non-spatial disciplines. To address this issue, we developed AID-PRIGSHARE, an
open-source script that automates over 400 QGIS processes to substantially reduces the time-intensive task of
generating green space indicators. AID-PRIGSHARE calculates greenness, public green space, access to green
infrastructure, and green space uses within distances of 100–1500 m around geolocations. This substantially
reduces the effort for sensitivity analysis and may provide support for research that aims to understand the
impact of different green space features and distances on health outcomes.

Code metadata

Current code version v1.0.0
Permanent link to code/repository used for this code version https://github.com/SoftwareImpacts/SIMPAC-2023-129
Permanent link to reproducible capsule
Legal code license GPL-3.0license
Code versioning system used Semantic Versioning Specification
Software code languages, tools and services used Graphical Modeler in QGIS 3.22
Compilation requirements, operating environments and dependencies QGIS 3.12 and above
If available, link to developer documentation/manual https://github.com/mcardinali-data/AID-PRIGSHARE/blob/main/README.md
Support email for questions m.cardinali@tudelft.nl

1. Introduction

In quantitative research on the effects of green spaces on behavior,
physical health, and mental health, researchers rely heavily on spatial
indicators. Especially for the non-spatial disciplines, processing these
spatial data is a significant hurdle for their research [1]. Furthermore,
it is still largely unclear which distances and aspects of green spaces are
relevant for the different impact pathways [1]. To this date, researchers
often rely on artificial distances (often 300 m or 500 m) justified by
policy documents, mostly independent of the pathway studied [2]. It
is however likely that both the distance and aspect of green space that
drives the assumed impact, differ significantly between pathways [3].
In the Mitigation pathway, the main aspect seems to be the potential of
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vegetation to reduce environmental stressors [4–7]. In the Restoration
pathway, it is assumed that contact with nature triggers recreational
function and stress reduction [8]. In the Instoration pathway, the invit-
ing character of publicly accessible green spaces is theorized to increase
physical activity and social exchange [9,10]. Sensitivity analyses that
test different distances and green space indicators are therefore an
important element for the research field [2,11]. To significantly re-
duce the effort required for this and to make it easier for non-spatial
disciplines in particular, we have developed AID-PRIGSHARE [12].
AID-PRISGHARE is an open-source script that allows researchers to
automatically generate a variety of green space indicators at several
distances with minimal effort.
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Fig. 1. Graphical overview of the model. A high-resolution image can be viewed at the GitHub repository [12].

2. Software features & architecture

AID-PRIGSHARE was developed within QGIS v3.22 [13] with the
graphical modeler feature to automate specific repetitive processes
that are necessary to compare different indicators and/or different
buffers. Next to Euclidean buffers, 25 m buffered service areas (BSA)
to calculate network distances are available. BSA are a more precise
version of network distances, especially for smaller distances [14]. The
algorithm will calculate the chosen indicators for distances between
100 m and 1500 m with 100 m increments. AID-PRIGSHARE allows the
user to choose which of the following green space indicators should be
generated by the algorithm:

(a) Mean vegetation index (e.g. NDVI) in Euclidean distance (−1 to
1)

(b) Mean vegetation index (e.g. NDVI) in BSA (−1 to 1)
(c) The amount of public green space within BSA (m2)
(d) Public green space ratio (public green space/total buffer area)

within BSA (0-1)
2

(f) Distance to the nearest public green space (rounded in steps of
100 m)

(g) The amount of green space uses (playgrounds, sports fields,
gardening,..) within BSA (number)

(h) Diversity of green space uses within network distance (number)
(i) The amount of private green space of an individual (m2))
(j) The amount of semi-public green space of an individual (m2)

The architecture of the script combines the necessary steps to generate
a specific indicator in a task chain that is repeated for every distance.
See Fig. 1 for a graphical overview of the algorithm and Fig. 2 for
the specific tasks chained together to generate the individual green
space indicators. Next to the mandatory input of the geolocation of
points (e.g. the home address of an individual surveyed) and corre-
sponding ID field, the input is optional and depends on the requested
tasks. The script uses Boolean operators to indicate which tasks should
be performed. To reduce computation time, the script makes use of
intermediate results and reuses them to create additional indicators.
(e) Access to green infrastructure within BSA (m )

2
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Fig. 2. Left to right flow diagram with specific tasks performed by the algorithm, depending on the user input.

. Software demonstration with case study

Figs. 3, 4, and 5 demonstrate the application of the tool in a case
tudy in Nantes Nord, France. In the first step, the necessary input
ayers were generated. The vegetation index is based on modified
opernicus Sentinel data [2019] processed by Sentinel Hub [15]. The
patial layers were downloaded from OpenStreetMap [16]. All layers
ave been checked individually for bias with the PRIGSHARE Reporting
uidelines [3]. The spatial data should cover an area at least 1500 m

arger than the outermost points of the address layer as seen in Fig. 3 to
over accessibility within 1500 m. Then the AID-PRIGSHARE.model3
ile can be executed from the browser panel within QGIS which will
pen the input mask (Fig. 4). After deciding on the indicators to be
enerated via the checkboxes and providing all necessary layers for

those tasks below the accompanying checkbox, the script can be exe-
cuted. For the approximately 400 addresses of this case study, the script
will take about 8 hours to run. The computation time varies by the
number of observations, spatial spread, and available computational
power. The script adds the indicators requested to the attribute table of
the geolocation layer. It will generate a new layer for every indicator,
but not for every distance. See Fig. 5 for an example output of mean
NDVI within Euclidean Distance.

4. Software impacts

The software paper presents ‘‘AID-PRIGSHARE’’, a free and open-
source script for QGIS. Our tool automates and combines over 400 steps
to generate a variety of green space indicators, for multiple types of
3
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Fig. 3. Input layers of case study in Nantes Nord (France), after the risk of bias assessment with PRIGSHARE Reporting Guidelines [3].

Fig. 4. User Interface with input mask on the left side and additional information on the right side.

indicators and distances ranging from 100 m to 1500 m, every 100 m
in one algorithm (see Fig. 1). Currently, the required expert knowledge,
the sheer amount of tasks, and the computation time that needs to be
performed to be able to do a sensitivity analysis is a barrier in the field,
especially for non-spatial disciplines [1]. In light of these challenges,
AID-PRIGSHARE offers a promising solution. AID-PRIGSHARE has the
potential to significantly impact the research field of green space and
health by enabling a feasible spatial sensitivity analysis. This drastically
reduces the effort needed to calculate these indicators and makes it
feasible for researchers:

– to compare different types of green space indicators

– to analyze the area of effect of green space indicators on health
outcomes by comparing different buffer sizes

– to make the variance visible that derives from chosen buffer types
and distances

AID-PRIGSHARE is designed to be user-friendly and accessible. Espe-
cially for non-spatial disciplines and improve access to spatial indica-
tors for research. It is designed in a way so that it can be executed by
users with little prior knowledge. Although the validity of the output
will depend on the validity of the input [3]. It has the potential to
lead to a more interdisciplinary approach to research in this field,
which can result in more comprehensive and nuanced findings. In
4
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Fig. 5. Automated Indicator Generation of the AID-PRIGSHARE Open-Source Script with the input data from Nantes Nord (France).

ddition, it might also enable post-hoc sensitivity analysis of already
ublished studies to further explore the robustness of those findings and
ontribute to reducing and explaining the current heterogeneity in find-
ngs in green space health research. Overall, AID-PRIGSHARE has the
otential to greatly benefit the research field of green space and health
y streamlining research processes and facilitating interdisciplinary
ollaboration.

While AID-PRIGSHARE offers many benefits, it is important to also
onsider its current limitations. Currently, it is not possible to ask the
lgorithm to calculate only specific distances. Due to the approach
sing the graphical modeler, the software cannot make use of functions
nd loops which limits its capabilities and efficiency. In addition, there
ight be several other indicators worth exploring, that are not yet part

f the algorithm. It is planned to add these features in future updates.
dditionally, the software is on purpose not able to automatically
ownload and preprocess the necessary input data, which might still
e a hurdle for non-spatial experts. We decided to not integrate this
eature, because this would lead to a risk that the necessary step of data
erification of the green space data and its necessary adaptation to the
esearch question could be skipped. The research field of green space
ealth is known for a low signal-to-noise ratio [17]. Thus reducing the
isk of bias and noise in the data set is a very important step in this field
f research. For guidance in this process, we refer to the PRIGSHARE
eporting guidelines [3].
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