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Dirk van den Heuvel (Head of the Jaap Bakema Study Centre)

Opening Data:  
Recalibrating Architecture  
with New Narratives
This year’s annual conference of the Jaap Bakema Study Centre (JBSC) 
revisits the broad topic of the digital. This time the focus is on the vast 
amount of data that are being generated and stored, and how to view 
this overload in light of new possibilities for architectural design and 
construction, archival and heritage practices, knowledge curation and 
dissemination through storytelling.

The questions around digital data and especially open data leave much to 
explore and discover, specifically at the scale level of the building. Even if 
urban and media studies have completely embraced the discourse around 
data, what remains an open question is the impact on architectural design 
and the building project. The intermediary object between the scale of the 
user carrying around and interacting with the massively available micro-
technologies and the larger territorial scale of interconnected urban spaces, 
both public and private, has largely been disregarded. 

This became also clear from the responses to our call that we sent out. It 
generated surprising propositions opening up new avenues we had not quite 
expected, from building analysis to co-creation formats as design tools, 
diversity and inclusion questions and data curation as historical research. 
The selected papers are clustered under the headings of Subjectivities, 
Hybridisation, Inclusions, and Precedents.

Contributors do not address data and its collection as an autonomous 
field, they all discuss data in relation to contextualisation and alternative 
operativity, beyond the conventional questions of optimisation. Data are 
not a given, or a neutral outcome of surveillance, measuring and research, 
they are always curated. Data need narratives and narrators, to make sense. 
How to curate data, and by whom exactly and why, thus become crucial 
questions to assess the potential of data for architectural design, their value 
and meaning.

Next to the paper sessions, a special ‘behind the scenes workshop’ is 
organised together with the collection department of Het Nieuwe Instituut, 
looking into data research and AI possibilities. Three exhibitions are 
discussed through curatorial group tours: the third installment of Open 
Archive 3.0 which brings artistic research to digitised and born-digital 
archives; the outcome of the research project Vertical Atlas, which maps 
the planetary relations between the new technological networks; and 
Alison’s Room: An Extended Reality Archive, an XR installation created by 

Paula Strunden, Alison’s Room. © Johannes Schwartz.
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Paula Strunden, which is part of the project Prototypes for a Virtual CIAM 
Museum as developed by the Jaap Bakema Study Centre. The concluding 
keynote is by Georg Vrachliotis with a focus on the historical institution of 
the Bouwcentrum Rotterdam, an early example of data research in building 
construction which surprisingly resonates with the questions of today. 

The conference builds on the 7th edition of the JBSC conference 
‘Repositioning Architecture in the Digital’. In 2020, we explored the 
emergence of the data society in the 1970s, mining the pre-history of the 
digital in architecture so to speak, and its traces in the built production and 
the archives. The results are available through the conference proceedings, 
which are available open access through the webdossiers of Jaap Bakema 
Study Centre and Het Nieuwe Instituut.

Then and now we teamed up with Georg Vrachliotis who is the newly 
appointed professor of Theory of Architecture and Digital Culture at our 
Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment at the TU Delft. As a 
kick-off of his tenure, he organised the conference ‘The New Open’ on the 
urgency of open data in relation to the built environment, and in which the 
Jaap Bakema Study Centre and Het Nieuwe Instituut also participated. 
Our current conference ‘Building Data: Architecture, Memory, and New 
Narratives’ aims to further explore the conversations at these interrelated 
events, combining historical-theoretical research with questions of 
architectural design. 

The conference would not be possible without the help of many people. 
It was organised by a working committee. Next to Georg Vrachliotis, it 
included our colleague Dennis Pohl, who is a postdoctoral researcher with 
the Theory of Architecture and Digital Culture group at TU Delft, and Fatma 
Tanış, the coordinator of the Jaap Bakema Study Centre. The Advisory 
Board and its members Tom Avermaete, Hetty Berens, Maristella Casciato, 
Carola Hein, and Georg Vrachliotis, helped and supported the committee 
throughout the reviewing and selection process. In conclusion, I would like 
to thank everyone for their work, just as I want to express my gratitude to 
the participants, the authors of the papers included in these proceedings 
to the two involved institutions, the Faculty of Architecture and the Built 
Environment of TU Delft, and Het Nieuwe Instituut in Rotterdam, who enable 
the work of the Jaap Bakema Study Centre.
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