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2The Frankfurt Declaration on Housing

Thank you DOCOMOMO Belgium for 
organizing this very relevant, interesting 
and inspiring seminar together with De 

Lakense Haard !!
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MY GRADUATION IN 2003….

The Frankfurt Declaration on Housing

A future for WBS-70
Mass housing in 
Marzahn, Berlin
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DOCOMOMO International is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to DOcumentation and 

COnservation of buildings, sites and neighborhoods 
of the MOdern MOvement.

act as watchdog | exchange ideas
foster interest in the ideas and heritage of the modern movement
elicit responsibility towards this recent architectural inheritance
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My first DOCOMOMO Action: saving a villa (didn’t work…)
Random sample image (from: http://www.jjvdhoeven.nl/sloop-villa/)

Request to get Lijnbaan listed (2007) DOCOMOMO Conference 2008
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The Modern Movement in Architecture (2000)

The Frankfurt Declaration on Housing

 Presents registers of 32 
countries/regions

 20 Dutch buildings (Top 20)
 Over 500 buildings in total

 How many (post-war) 
housing projects?
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Object Year Architect Location
Villa Henny 1915-1916 Robert van 't Hoff Huis ter Heide
Daal en Berg housing estate 
(Papaverhof) 1919-1922 Jan Wils Den Haag
Nijverheidschool Groningen 1922-1923 Jan Gerko Wiebenga & Leendert van der Vlugt Groningen
Betondorp 1923-1924 JB van Loghem Amsterdam
Rietveld-Schroderhuis 1924 Gerrit Rietveld Utrecht
De Volharding 1927-1928 Jan Buijs & Johan Lursen Den Haag
Villa van der Leeuw 1927-1929 Jan Brinkman & Leendert van der Vlugt Rotterdam
Van Nelle factories 1925-1931 Jan Brinkman & Leendert van der Vlugt Rotterdam
Kiefhoek housing estate 1925-1929 JJP Oud Rotterdam
Townhall Hilversum 1924-1930 Willem Dudok Hilversum
Openluchtschool Amsterdam 1927-1930 Jan Duiker Amsterdam
Zonnestraal 1926-1931 Jan Duiker Hilversum
Lorentz discharge sluices 1932 Dirk Roosenburg Afsluitdijk
Signal box 1932-1933 Sybold van Ravesteyn Maastricht

Bergpolderflat 1932-1934 Willem van Tijen, Jan Brinkman & Leendert van der Vlugt Rotterdam
Landlust housing estate 1933-1936 Ben Merkelbach & Charles Karsten Amsterdam
Department store Schunck 1933-1936 Fritz Peutz Heerlen
Groothandelsgebouw 1949-1951 Hugh Maaskant & Willem van Tijen Rotterdam
Lijnbaan shopping centre 1951-1953 Jo van den Broek, Jaap Bakema & Frans van Gool Rotterdam
Burgerweeshuis (Orphanage) 1955-1960 Aldo van Eyck Amsterdam
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Forthcoming: new book on DOCOMOMO fiches, including best practices
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1st International DOCOMOMO student workshop (2006)

The Frankfurt Declaration on Housing
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PHD-THESIS ANICA DRAGUTINOVIC

The Frankfurt Declaration on Housing

“A valuable contribution to architecture, 
urban planning and especially heritage 
studies, in particular for governance and 
heritage management of complex sites, 
as mass housing neighbourhoods are.

Besides the scientific and academic 
impact, the research achieves a societal 
and cultural impact through an 
engaging research approach conducted 
with society.”
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Airey dwellings, photos by Carel Blaazer, 
(Stadsarchief Amsterdam)



Focussed on affordable housing, 
healthy and quality of living 
environments

With a view on modernist housing 
estates from the 1920s and 1930s and 
large housing estates of the 1950s-
1970s the question arose which 
processes and mechanisms led to their 
success at that time…. 
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20th DOCOMOMO Germany Conference (April 2023)

The Frankfurt Declaration on Housing

Romerstadt, Photo: Uta Pottgiesser
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Presentation Frankfurt Declaration on HousingActivist Pecha Kucha event 
organised by DAM
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FRANKFURT DECLARATION ON HOUSING

The Frankfurt Declaration on Housing

The Frankfurt Declaration was initially signed

on April 28, St. Paulskirche, Frankfurt 

by DOCOMOMO Deutschland e.V., ernst-

may-gesellschaft e.V., Deutschem

Architekturmuseum (DAM), DOCOMOMO 

International, Institut für Designstrategien

(IDS) Detmold, Forschungslabor

Nachkriegsmoderne Frankfurt together with

the COST Action Middle Class Mass Housing

(MCMH-EU).



5. The promotion of non-profit or 
cooperative initiatives must be 
stimulated.

6. The speculation with land and 
housing must be restricted at 
national and European level.

7. Prioritize preservation, renovation, 
conversion and continuous 
improvement in existing buildings.

8. Give conversion priority over new 
construction.

Our credo is: Nothing is worthless! 

1. Activate the great inherent potential 
of the building stock.

2. Link city and open space together for 
preserving as well as developing 
high-quality living and public spaces.

3. Historic preservation and urban 
development are not contradictory 
elements.

4. Housing must once again be seen –
and financed – as a public and social 
responsibility.
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FRANKFURT DECLARATION ON HOUSING (short)

The Frankfurt Declaration on Housing



“… shedding light on the gap between 
individual (often iconic) houses and mass 
housing by addressing the majority of post-
WWII housing stock, namely ‘middle-class 
mass housing’ within Europe and beyond. 
The topic was derived from a European 
COST Action (CA18137) that aimed to 
explore the diversity of this typology with 
regard to design, spatial expression, 
construction, heritage values, and 
degradation. …”
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www.docomomojournal.com

Published open access online, all older 
issues scanned online!



In view of regenerating post-war Modernist Housing Ensembles:

 Think globally, act locally
 Continue to develop expert knowledge & views
 Push further to share expert knowledge & views

 Team up interdisciplinary

 To create a better built environment for all, through rational and functional 
implementation of technological, scientific, and cultural innovation
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THE MISSION OF DOCOMOMO

The Frankfurt Declaration on Housing
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Thank you DOCOMOMO Belgium for 
organizing this very relevant, interesting 
and inspiring seminar together with De 

Lakense Haard !!



Uta Pottgiesser, chair
Wido Quist, secretary general

Docomomo_International
TU Delft – Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environment
P.O. Box 5043 | 2600 GA Delft | The Netherlands

www.docomomo.com
www.docomomojournal.com

docomomo@tudelft.nl
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